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The Evolution of Our Agency Name and Logo
1948  Cerebral Palsy Association  
 of the Ithaca Area

1956  Association for the Cerebral  
 Palsied and Handicapped

1963  The Special Children’s Center

1999   Franziska Racker Centers

2017   Racker 
Since 1999, we’ve celebrated the incredible legacy of our 
namesake--long-time medical director, Dr. Franziska Racker—a 
legacy built on strength-based supports that champions inclusion 
and bolster belonging. As we worked toward the creation of 
a new brand, we knew that we wanted to continue to honor the work and enduring spirit of Dr. Racker, while 
balancing the evolving ways in which we support individuals with disabilities and their families in Tompkins, 
Cortland and Tioga counties. Our work is more community-based than ever—with staff members meeting those 
we support where they live and learn, so “Centers” no longer sent an accurate message of the important work we 
are also doing outside the walls of our 34 sites. We also recognized that many members of the community were 
referring to us, simply as, “Racker.” So, as we looked toward our 70th Anniversary in 2018, we made the decision 
to change our name to Racker—a change that more accurately reflects who we are now, while holding firmly to 
the vision that Dr. Racker so passionately advocated for during her 28 years with the agency—the vision of a world 
where all people know they belong.
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Cornell University Division of  
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United Way of Tompkins County
Well Said Media

Business Partners

*deceased

Racker
Society *deceased

Our special friends, who by their thoughtful actions and 
planned giving, have helped to build and sustain Racker 
Centers for future generations.

www.rackercenters.org   •   info@rackercenters.org   

Our MISSION is to 
support people with 
disabilities and their 
families to lead fulfilling 
lives by providing 
opportunities to learn 
and be connected with 
others. 

We ENVISION a world 
where all people know 
they belong.
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